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THE AMERICAN LOUNGER. 


BY SAMUEL SAUNTER, ESQ, 
No. 152. 


It is my custom,in a dearth of news, to entertan 
myself with those colleciious of advertisemen's, that 
appear in all our public prints. These 1 consider as ac 
counts of news from che lit le word, in the same man- 
ner that the other pares Of the paper, are trom the 
great. Li,1m one, we hear that a sovereign Prince is 
fled from his capital cuy, in che other we hear of a 
tradesman, vw ho has shut up hic shop. if im the one, 


we tind the victory of a geoerai, in the other we see 
the descrtion oi a private s l.ier. A man by uo means 
big enough for che Gavere, may easily creep into che 
advertisemen's, by whic) means we cf.en see an apo- 
thecary in the same paper wita a plenipotendary, or a 
running footman with ay ambassador. An adwerrise- 
ment from Poccad tly, goes down to Posterity with an 
ar'icie from 2 and Joku Bardem of Goodman’s 


Gels, is celeb: Lin the same paper with the &mperor 
of Geiriau) ; 
ADDISON. 


Inthe 634 nambcr, of these my lounging specula- 
tions, I attempted to mcke myself merry. with a 
certain adveritsement, purport he to be the origi- 
nai work of Mer. Jucod Gaioon, who endeavoured 
in despite of wry faces, to make his digerine Lite 
ters, palatable to ny jovng countrymen. As, in 
the opinion of divers of the New-t nland sages, 
I was deemed guiity of a design to decry the lea 
ing of tne Nort, wiren i similed at the fashionable 
diction of Mr. Gideon, in order to prove toe 
ipemind ons my imnocency, and to convince the 
United States, that i am enurely imopartiai, | have, 
for a side inne, directed My cyes to the Sout. 
While thus, insusitive, the postman brought mey 
one Morahig,a newspaper, dcnom:nated © The Vir- 
gia «xcpress,” a yazetie, published at lrederics- 
biirg, no mean city in the Ancient Dominion. 
Among cloqucut descriptions of the drapery and 
depravity of fugiive slaves, and among other in- 
Valuabie papers. Composed with all the precision 
and purity of Mr. Jefferson himscif, I found the 
foiiowing article, which, with a tremulous solici- 
tude. lest some particle of its bugle ornaments 
should be rubbed uff like the meal on the wing of 
the gorgeous buttcrily, 1 now transfer to my paper, 
lot WiihoUl a liveiy hope that there it may be care- 
fully preserved, bke my aunt Dinah’s imperfect 
child, who sprawis in a brandy bottle, stuck cver 
the chhnnuey-piece. or like the pictures of Spread 
Lawiles, and ot Indian Queens, which so deligit- 
fuiiy dancle from every sign post, to the eternal 
glory of America. 


Stop Thief! Stop Thief! 


On Sunday morning last, the 38d inst. 
my Horse, Saddie and Bridle were taken 
from me by a man who said he was going 


to CoE. 
Ginner, of the 


ong man about 21 or 


ollowing description, viz. A 
y 22 years of age. 
black hair short behind, but on the 
his head rather bushy sil spreading, dark 
complexicn, thin visage, looks well and ap- 
pears genteel; his nose is long, reather inclin. 
ing upwards, about six fect high; his dress 
as follows; a light coloured drab great coat 
ithe sleeves appear to reach his nucéles, light 
coloured corduroy pantaloons, w/iich but- 
ton up pretty high, fiat toed boors, a yellow 
and red striped handkerchief about his neck 
and face, which touched his chin, he also had 
which £ believe contained a 





ia black cane, 
| swe ri, paizited apparently red, 
| black or probably red streeks about the joints 
of thecane. He never went to col. Se’den’s 
but in about half an hour after he got the 
| horse, was seen riding up to £7cimend ina 
gallop thro’ the street bending fis course 


| upwards,—Description of the horse, sadcl: 


anon ihe 


{ and bridle, a small chunky bay horse, about 
4 feet 4 or 5 inches high, white face, his 
Pw months since was cut Close, but 
stands 


mane a 
now considerably grown out, and 
erect, his tail bobbed a little, his shoes are 
j lately worn off, and his hoofs ragged, the 
front one longer and coaser than the others, 
/ with some old nails remaining in the edges, 


i his legs rather shaggy and dirty, 





not boii 


foot white, and his hinder hoofs I think are 
white, there are on the tep of his back, 
under the front of the saddle, two large 
spots where the hair has been rubbed off 
on each side, now smooth, with new short 
| hair, very perceivable, also feint marks of 
being galled by going in a chair, perceivablr 
on his breast where the harness rests in 
pulling, and is the same little horse I pur- 
chased of soe Childress in Richmond, When 
he gallops he lifts his feet very high and 
throws them down very hard and is a coarse 
gaited horse. The saddle and briddle are 
nearly new, having been used about three 

months; the edges of the saddle pad bewnd 
all round with red plush and the buckles of 
the stirrup Jeathers are visible by the short- 
ness of the saddle skirts, which are round; 

the bridle is a curb bit, single reins, and 
‘he curb which is annexed to the bit, is tied 
on at one end with a piece of twine string 
close in a hard knot, and the throat latch has 








Sel: Ae n’s, wind ‘iuuand return ‘ike 


front of 


been trimmed since I had hiin, his left hind | 





—_— -----— —- — ee 


a knot in it about 5 or 6 inches from the 
buckle which is square; the buckles on the 
bridle roundish and rather fluted, not quite 
so large as a dollar; the head stall dene 
around with white and green or yellow and 
red ferreting, I will give thirty dollars if 
the thief can be brought to justice and 
twenty dollars for my horse, saddle and 
bridle. 





Ww. B——. 
Rocketts Landing, (Rich.) Feb. 11, 1805. 


The exordium of this elegant harrangue, pro- 
nounced before the Publie by one of the most elo- 
quent of the Southern Ciceroni, commences in a 
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stvle of the hic est animation, with the O excla- 
mantis of an inpesstoned Reman. After adjur- 
Virginiais to arrest 2 felon, who, as it “ape 
pears irom the context, is on full gallop either 
fiom. ov fo Seeger: Mr. B » conformabiy to the 
iules of narration, prescribed by “luintiian and 
Gers. iors usthat his horse, sacdle and bridle, 
iave been purlotned trom him, by a man, who an- 
hnout.ced Lis intention to visit Col. Selden. and re- 
tuo after dinner, of the following description viz. 
a youl men. about 21 or 22 years of age, black 
hair short behind, but on the front of Lis head 
rather bushy and spreading, dark complexion, thin 
visug os who looks well, and appears venteel. This 
repest, however odd it may appearto an Frglish 
beef « eater, or toa Yankee. with a relish for nothing 
but molasses. is by no means unprecedented. or 
io hemini Lupus, says Philosophy. 
usy dav, man of man makes a firey? 
says the song. We are all shark and fr Y) says 
the sailor. How common is it for an ardent 
lover to exclaim, that he devoured his mistress, with 
kisses; and here, by way of digression, sanctioned 
by my masiers Swirt and Srerne, I cannot help 
adding from my own very brief, and infrequent 
experience, in a life as remarkeble for continence, 
as that of any of the Loungers. that the taste of the 
aferesaid female flesh. heigiitened with the poig- 
napt sauce of kisses, is a banquet of a more deli- 
cieus Character, than anv that a Southern board 
could furoish though crowned daily with a youn s 
man, about 21, or 22 yearsof age. But, to return 
fiom these images. which so Often seduce me, in 
-he ardour of my philantropy, I cannot help vindi- 
cating the Virginians for their choice of butcher’s 
meat for their table. Solid food of this descrip- 
ton will unquestionably invigorate the Southern 
system, and increase the literary and martial exer- 
gies of many, who hitherto accustomed to feed 
upon nothing but must and mustees, exhibit the 
mournful spectale not only of a puny body, but a 
vitated mind. A young man, if properiy dished 
up, and garnished with rice, after the Arabian. Al- 
ycrine, and American manner, cannot fail to please 
the most fastidious palate, and by Whigs and Re- 
publicans, who can swajlow any thing, churches 
and kingdoms not excepted, and who delight to be 
present st every human sacrifice, must be gobbled 
up with peculiar avidity. Dean Swirr, in one of 
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his most affect onate epistles to the Irish, a polite 
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and humane people, recommends to every tender | 
parent, the eating of infants, as a delicacy unrival- 
led in all the bilis of fare of Apicius. Now if, 
according to the opinion of this gravest ef philo- 
sophers, and most compassionate of mankind, the 
fiesh of a baby is so delicious a morsel, a fortiori, 





as we have learned in the schools, the flesh of a 
youth, especially if fattened by the acorns of Vir- 
ginia, must transcend that of the finest wd boas, 
that ever grunted in the woods of Westphalia 
Nor is the case in any degree peculiar of a young 
man, thus caught and caten by Southern epicures. 
Many a credulous and inexperienced strpling, 
wandering through the wilderness of this world, is 
first captivated and then preyed upon by some in- 
sidious prowler. Not only the Devil, but many a 
rascal, less sooty, goes about, seeking whom he 
may devour; and, in the course of my own expe- 
rience, in. this my unrivalled country, can remem- 
ber instances of several young men, who from 
brains, however scanty, or from bones, however 
bare, have supplied the hungry with many a hearty 
meal. The tender youth is often killed outright, by. 
the merciful policy of his country men, or the juci¢i- 
ous care of his relations; and I have long since been 
perfectly astonished that the Proprietors of the vari- 
ous Hotels in this city, do not advertise the body of a 
fine young man, just ready to cut up, as they ad- 
vertise Oysters, Terrapines, and fresh Green Turtle. 
In, his.inimitably accurate history of this me- 
morable transaction, Mr: B——, with the accuracy 
of a professed draughts-man, or special pleader, 
takes care to inform us, that the dinner was of the 
following description, ‘o wi/, a young man, &c. 
Had it not been for this legal nicety. aud precision 
of phrase, we might have imagined this Virginia 
banquet, to which the hospitality or officiousness 
of Mr. B invited us, consisted of Hams, Tod- 
dy, Julep, and other Southern dainties. But we 
are told, with all the quaintness of a declaration, 
that the dinner table was not so furnished; and, 
for aught that at present appears to the contrary, 
was composed of nothing but the joints, and ribs, 
the surloin, and briskets of this unhappy young man. 
We now come to.the description of the person, 
and garb of this romantic youth, thus served up 
by the cooks of Virginia. iis nose is éong, quoti 
Mr. B , 
tion of epithets, and general accuracy of expres- 
sion, we have a shining proof, in the phrases 
waich follow. For this /engihy nose ‘ rather iz- 
clines ufrwards, about six feet high.’ Gentle reader, 
through many a winter and witching night, we 
have sate up, reading Rabelais, and staring at iis 
Giants. Withtenof the decades of Hafen Slaw- 
kenbergius, we have beguiled the tedium of many 
asummer’s day. We have visited, with STERNE, 
the Promontory of noses, and gazed with the lively 
terrors of Sancho, at the portentous nozzle of 
‘Thomas Cecial, in Don Quixote. But never till 
now, have we read of a stx foot nose. Dii bont, 
nova forma nasi, such a nose would indeed, delight 
the bandy legged drummer, and the trumpeter's 
wife. 
Quantus nasus! zxque longus est ac tuba. 








Such a nose would excite new commotions 
throughout all Strasburg, would keep Frankfort in 
a continual ferment, would rouse from their cells 
the penitentaries of the third order of St, lrancis, 
and perpetuate the sickness of the Abess of Qued- 
lingberg. and all her nuns. 

Nor is the drapery of this extraordinary person- 
age less fancifully described. The sleeves of his 
coat actually reach his Wuckles, or rather Anuckles, 
according to the obsolete orthography of Mess 
Dilworth and Dyche, philosophers of the eighteenth 
century. His pantaloons button up pretty high, pro- 
bably to keep them from falling, and exposing the 
nakedness of Virginia. His boots are flat toed, 
like those of a widgeon, or duck, and like a Con- 
necticut horse-jockey he wears “a yellow and 


, and of this gentleman’s choice selec-. 
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strified handkerchief about his neck and face” 
which, by the bye, very anatomically touch his 
chin.”’ Moreover, he flourishes “a dlack cane,” like 
the rod of a magician, containing, as Mr. B. 
belicves, a sword painted apparently red among the 
black, er probably red streeks about the joints of the 
cane. ‘This sentence we shall not presume to ana- 
lyze, or explains But proceed to the next para. 
graph, where we learn, with the most heartfelt 
satisfaction, that this eccentric equestrian with a 
nose taller than ourselves, and whom, with all that 
pity which becomes us.as mea and Christians, we 
have seen on Col. Selkien’s table and carved and 
carbonadoed by Mr. B himself,” zever went to 
Jol, Selden’s, but in. about half-an-hour after he wet 
the horse was seen riding uji to Richmond ina gallofi 
through the street dending his.course ufiwards. Now 
by all the powers of good luck, this romantic ad- 
venturer, this *** living dead man” has been neither 
taken, nor butchered, nordevoured. ‘To escape so 
rueful a catastrophe, he very wisely and very care- 
lessly of any nice distinctions between meum and 
tuum, catches the first Virginia poney he can find. 
He rides uft to Richmond in a gallop. with all that 
speed which imports a man, flying from Slaughter. 
He burries, with death in.his rear, through the 
streets, and very naturally for one, who is eager to 
shun a grave, he dends his course ujiwards, He 
rejoices superasgue evadere ad auras. Ue hurries 
from the kitchen and table with the same alacrity 
that urged Gil Blas to escape from. the cayern and 
captain Rolando. In the language of modern drama- 
tists, “ heis off in a canter.” In the language of 
an old Roman, adzit, excessit, evasit, erufitt.”? Inthe 
language of Mitton, with some modern interpfiolu- 
tions, but not by Bentley. 











up he sprung 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread, 
Rouse and bestir themselves ere well awake. 
~ At last his sail broadvans, 
He spreads for flight and in the surging smoke 
Of Richmond spurns the ground, thence many a league, 
As in a cloudy chair ascending rides 
Audacious. Nigh foundered on he fares 
Treading the crude consistence, half on foot 
Half flying; behoves him n nw both spur and steed. 
As when a Gryphon through the wilderness, 
With winged course, o’er hill or moory dale, 
Pursues the Arimaspian, who by stealth 
Had from his wakeful custody purloin’d 
The guarded gold. Soeagerly our outh 
O’er bog or steep, through strait, rough, dense, or rare, 
On Bryan’s horse pursues his anxious way 
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 


Having proceeded in this enchanting history 
until we have arrived at the famous chapter, con 
taining a * description of the horse saddle and 
bridle,” the like not to be paralleled in any of the 
Romances of Chivalry, however famous for delineat- 
ing palfreys and their garniture, we here respite 
our Own weariness and that of our reader, and defer 
the rest of our remarks ustil our next lucubration. 











FOR THE POR? FOLIO. 
SKETCH OF THE EDITOR’s TREAL. 


tion of the kditor of this paper. In compliance 
with that engagement. as well as from a sense of 
personal and political duty, the Editor subjoins the 
ensuing sketch. ‘hough rude, it is faiihtul, and 
the Delincator has disdained to use any harsh co- 
louring, or to aggravate a simgle feature. 

As soon after the publication of the obnoxious 
paragraph, as the paper containiny it, could reach 
the distant parts of the Union, it was copied into 
many of the newspapers, and hence afforded. a 
pretty strong presumption that. in the esumation . 
various Lditors, the doctrine of the paragraph in 
question was just, if not popular. It was shortly after 
inserted in ‘he True American, a paper publisii- 
ed in this city, by Mr. T. Bradford. On the 7th 





* Shakspeare. 





We lately promised a History of the Prosecu- / 


of May, the Editor of the Aurora quotes it, and 
follows it up by a long paragraph, which we shall] 
not transcribe. The sentiments are declared trea- 
sonable, and the author indicated as acting in the 
double and contradictory capacity of fool and knave, 
Meanwhile, a distant murmur of Democracy, 
was heard from the shores of the Delaware, and 
the mountains of New-Jersey. The Jacobins, be- 
gan to vociferate, The Boston Chronicle echoed the 
cry, and, at length, the principal paper in their in- 
terest, ia this city, together with several of the 
*Ward Meetings, prior to the election. which the 
reader may remember, was that year conducted 
upon principles of the most furious party spirit, 
denounced the Editor as a frai/or, and bis senii- 
ments as libellous and seditious. Nay, the con- 
ductor of the Journal, recently alluded.to, was so 
lost to. all senve of propriety and justice, that in 
his paper of the 20th of June, he opeuly taxes 
the Attorney General, with supineness in the exer- 
cise of his official uty, and moreover, informs the 
Public that the article will be taken up by the 
Grand Jury; he then describes the Editor as in 
the pay of some hostile gevernment; as a young 
man abandoned to corruption; and finally, as a 
wretch, whom the laws should bot spare, and whom 
the Press should not suffer to pass unchastised. 

Incited by these invectives, and by private per- 
haps as much as by Public spirit, on the fourth of 
July 1803, ‘Vhiricen Grand Jurors signed the en- 
suing paper, which they though proper to style a 
Presentment. 

PRESENTMENT. 

The Grand Inquest for the city of Philadelphia, 
being assemled on the anniversary of the Decla- 
ration of Independence, contemplate wiih admira- 
tion and gratitude the influence of that auspicious 
event, upon the honour and happiness, the peace 
and plenty of our country. ‘Lhe spimt of union, 
which quickened the couucils, and emblazoned the 
standard of the revolution, has been active likewise 
to invigorate the national character, to develope 
the genuine principles of civil liberty, and to per- 
petuate theblessings of a iree Government. Thus 
the rights asserted by the Declaration of Indepen- 
cence, and established upon the triumphs ot a seyen 
years’ war, are consecrated in our Political Institu- 
tions. and the test of experience has juStified the 
most sanguine predile: tion in favour of the Repub- 
lican system. For by the operations of a Govern- 
ment, forever dependent upon the wiilof the people, 
through the medium of elecuons (and therclore 
a Democratic Government) the United States were 
soon enabied to dispel tie gloom and torpor that 
succeeded their revojutionary contest; to preserve 
order at home; to advance their reputation abroad; 
toaugment the sources of national industry and 
opulence; to eseape the evils of party-feud with- 
eut violence; and to averi the danger of foreign 
hostilities, without degradation. No form of Ge- 
vernment has ever been more efficient;—no coune 
try Was ever more prosperous. 

And yet the Grand Inquest aforesaid, upon their 
respective oaths and affirmations do present, That 
certain persons actuated by sinister motives of am- 
bition and disappointment, or debased by the soruid 
instruments of fraud and corruption, have wicked- 
ly combined to cast a shade upon the splendour of 
the revolution; te depreciate the virtue and fame 
of our Revolutionary Patriots; to provoke hatred 
and contempt, fer the principles ot our Free Go 
vernment; and to excite our Fellow-Citizens, to 
acts of treason, rebellion, and civil war. 

* At a meeting of the Democratic Citizens of Wal- 
nut Ward, a committee, consisting of Ge: rge Bartram, 
John Valance, Willian Smiley, James Cummins and 
Liberty Brown, were sistructed to bring before the ge- 
n ral ward commitiees, a certain treasonad/e publication, 
which appeared in ihe Port Foho, and bradford’s 
True American: and General JohnShee, John E. Alien, 
Perer Bobb, Alexander Moore, the c:mmittee of South 
Ward approved the resolution adopted by our Hepube* 
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And the Grand Inquest aforesaid, upon their res- 
spective oaths and afhrimations, do further present, 
thai in pursuance of such combination, the follow- 
ing inflammatory, and seditious Libel, was inserted 
in a certain Newspaper, ca'led the “ Port Folio,” 
published ‘# the city of Philadelphia, for Joseph 
Dennie the Editor thereof, by William Fry, and 
printed by H. Maxwell; and also in a certain other 
newspaper, called “ The True American,” pub- 


lished in the city of Philadelphia, by T. H. Brad- 


ford, that is to say, &c. 

And the Grand Inquest aforesaid, further say, 
that altheugh they venerate the Liberty of the 
Press, and will never in any manner obstruct, or 
condemn, a candid and just animadversion upon 
the conduct ef public men, the tendency of public 
measures, or the theory and practice of govern- 
ment, yet in the execution of the trust reposed in 
them, they feel it to be a duty thus to warn their 
fellow-citizens, of an insidious attempt upon their 
peace, independence, and happiness; and to desig- 


nate for such prosecution and punishment as the - 


law provides, those persons who have set the ini- 
quitous example of stimulating the people to take 
arms against the Goyernment, which they have 
themselves established. 


Thos. Leiper, foreman. 
Thos. Billington. 

Bohl Bohlen. 

Guy Bryan. 

Jno. Richards. 

Wm Richards. 

Paul Cox. 


Sam. Elliot. 
Jno. Vallance. 
Jno. L. Clark. 
Jas. Sharswood. 
Michl. Bright. 
Geo. Bartram. 


This patriotic rhodomontade, was quickly suc- 
ceeded by an Indictment with all its terrors. As 
the unlearned reason of many of our friends, has 
probably never contemplated a law paper of this 
description, We cheose to insert it at full length, as 
a prodigious legal and literary curiosity. Our 
readers are desired to take particular notice of 
those passages, which though they appear in the 
awkwurd guise of a parenthesis, are the very soul 
of the charge, and are very happily denominated 
the tnuendoce. 

INDICTMENT. 
PENNSYLVANIA, ss. 


The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, To the 
Mayor Recorder and Aldermen of the City of 
Philadelphia Greetinc; WE being willing, for 
certain causes, to be certified of a certain tdict- 
ment for a libel against Joseph Dennie before you, 
or some of you, depending, DO commaad you, 
that the Indictment aforesaid, with all things touch- 
ing the same, before the Justices of the Supreme 
Court of the State of Peiunsylvania, at the said Su- 
preme Court, to be heid at Philadelphia, for the 
said state, the first Monday of December next, so 
full and entire as in our Court before you they re- 
main, you certify and send together with this 
Writ, that we may further cause to be done there 
upon, that which of right, and according to the 
laws of the said state, ought. WITNESS the 


honourable Edward Shippen Esquire, Doctor of 


Laws, Chief Justice of our said Supreme Court at 
Philadelphia, the fifth day of September in the year 
of our Lorp, one thousand eight hundred and three 


Edw. Burd Pro. 
Allowed per Thomas Smith. 


To the Honourable Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania. 

The Indictment within mentioned, with ali 
things touching tiie same, so full and entire as be- 
fore usthey do cemain We do certify and send un- 
der our Hands and Seals. 

Philada. Nov. 5th. 1805. 
Matw. Lawler Mayor. (szAL.) 
Philip Wager. (SEAL.) 
John Baker, (SEALs) 








Diitneseaeennaresemesieaseemmmadionean 


THE PORT FOLIO. 


CERTIORARI TO THE MAYOR’S COURT» 


Commonwealth v. Joseph Dennie. 
Returnable the Ist Monday of Deceraber 1805. 
Mr. Meredith for Defendant. 


CITY OF PHILADELPHIA, ss. 


Be it remembered, That at the General Court of 
Quarter Sessions, held at Philadelphia, for the 
Cicy of Philadelphia, on the fourth day of July in 
the year of our Lord one theusand eight hundred 
and three before the honorable Mathew Lawler, 
Esq. Mayor, Moses Levy, Esq. Recorder, Philip 
Wager, Esq: John Baker, Esq. and Samuel Cars- 


well, Esq. Aldermen assigned the peace of the com- | 


monwealth of Pennsyivania in the said city to keep, 
and divers felonies, trespasses and other misdemea- 
nors in the same city committed, to hear and de- 
termine, by the oaths and affirmations of Themas 
Leiper, Thomas Billington, Bohl Behlen, Guy Bry- 
an, John Richards, William Richards, Paul Cox, 


Samuel Elliott, John Vallance, John L. Clarke, | 


James Sharswood, Michael Bright, and George 
Bartram, good and lawful men of the said city thea 
and there sworn and affirmed, and charged to in- 
quire, for the commonwealth aforesaid, for the said 
city. It is PRESENTED, That the bill of indictment 
hereunto annexed 15 TRUE. 


Coste Mayor’s Court. 





Attorney General - - + ------ $ 2.- 40 
Sheriff - ---+--+ 2+ -++-+e+++ 2, 40 
Clerk and Bench - - «---+---4. 60 
Cryer ---+-+e-+--e° es seers 10 

$9. 50 


I certify the foregoing to be a true transcript 
from the Records of the Mayor’s Court, Witness 
my hand and seal of office at Philadelphia this 
tenth day of November A. D. 1805. 

W. SzerGeant, Clerk. 


At the Mayor's Court of the City of Philadel- 
phia quarterly Sessions 1803. 


City of Philadelphia se, 


The Grand Inquest of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, inquiring for the city of Philadelphia, 
upon their oaths and affirmations respectively, do 
present That the United Colonies of America hav- 
iny been compelled by acts of oppression and out- 
raze to engage in war and Hostilities against the 
King of Great Britain, did, en the fourth day of 
July in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-six, make and publish a De- 
claration, announcing to the world that they were, 
and of right ought to be free and independent 
States. And that thereupon the good Peopie of 
the said United States respectively did, of their own 
free will and absolute Power and authority devise, 
frame, adopt, ordain, and establish, for their respec- 
tive States, certain Forms and Constitutions of free 
Government; And the Inquest afcresaid, on their 
Oaths and Affirmatiens aforesaid, do further present. 
that on the second day of September in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety, 
the people of the said Commonwealth did of their 
own free will and absolute Power and Authority 
ordain and establish a Constitution for its Govern- 
nent, Which Constitution has been ever since and 
now is in full force and operation, without any Act 
or Wisi of the said people of the said Common- 
wealth to alter, reform or abolish the same: And 
that the general, great and essential Principles ot 
Liberty and free Government might be recogniz- 
ed and unalterably established, it was, in and by 
the said Constitution among other Things declar- 
ed and previded that all Power is inherent in the 
People, and all free Governments are founded on | 
their Authority, and instituted for their Peace 
Safety ard Happiness; And that the Legislature 
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shall not grant any Title of Nobility, or hereditary 
Distinction, nor create any Office, the Appoint- 
ment of which shall be for a longer Time than 
during good behaviour; And the Inquest afore- 
said upon their respective Oaths and Affirma- 
tions aforesaid do further present That on the 
Seventeenth Day of September in the year of our 
Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Kighty- 
Seven, the people of the said United States in Or- 
der to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the com- 
mon Deience, promete the general Welfare, and 
secure the blessings of Liberty to themselves and 
their Posterity, did of their own free Will and ab- 
solute Power and Authority, devise, ordain and 
establish a Constitution for the said United States, 

which Constitution was afterwards in sundry Mat- 

ters altered, and amended in due form, and so al- 

tered and amended has been ever since and now 
is in full Force and operation without any Act or 
Wish of the said People of the said United States 

further, or etherwise to alter, amend, reform, or 

abolish the same. And that it is in and by the 
Constitution of the United States altered and 
amended as aforesaid declared and provided among 
other Things that no Title of Nebility shall be 
granted by the United States nor by any individual 
State, that the Enumeration in the Constitution of 
certain rights shail not be construed to deny or 
disparage others retained by the People, that the 
Powers not delegated to the United States by the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it te the States are 
reserved to the States respectively or to the People; 
and that the United States shall guarantee to every 
Siate in this Union a Republican Ferm of Governs 
ment. And the Inquest aforesaid upon their Oaths 
and Affirmations aforesaid do further present That 
the said Declaration of the 'reedom and Indepen- 
dence of the said United States the said Constitu- 
tion of the said Commonwealth and the said Con-+ 
stitution of the said United States were devised, 
received and established upon cogent reason, ma; 
ture reflection and just Sensation, and are illustri- 
ous Proofs of the Patriotism and Wisdom of those 
Citizens who devised, framed and published the 
same respectively And of the Intelligence and Vir- 
tue of the People by whom they weve respectively 
received, adopted, ratified and confirmed. And 
the Inquest aforesaid upon their respective Oaths 
and Affirmations aforesaid do further present that 
the said Constitutions of the said United States 
and of the said Commonweaith are the Scheme of 
Polity for the Government of the said United 
States, and of the said Commonwealth respectively 
now on its Trial, in the said United States and in 
the said Commonwealth ; And that the said Scheme 
of Polity has been found to promote and to pre- 
serve Peace, Happiness and Order, and in no wise, 
to invite, encourage, promote, or endure civil War, 
Desolation and Anarchy, or to warrant any Impu- 
tation that in any other respect the said Scheme of 
Polity is radically contemptible and vicious. And 
the Inquest aforesuid upon their respective Oath$ 
and Affirmations aforesaid do further present, that 
Joseph Dennie late of the said City, Esquire, being 
a factious and seditious Person, of a wicked Mind 
and unquiet and turbulent Disposition and Conver. 
sation, seditiously, maliciously and wilfully intending 
as much asin him lay, to bring into Contempt and 

‘Hatred the Independence of the said United States, 

the said Censtitution of the said Commonwealtk 

and the said Constitution of the said United States, 

to excite popular discontent and Disatisfaction 

against the said Scheme of Polity instituted and 

upon Trial in the said United States, amd in the 

said Commonwealth to moiest, disturb and destroy 

the Peace and public lranquility of the said United 

States, and of the said Commonwealth to move, 

procure and stir up Sedition, Discord, and Insur- 

rection, among the liege and faithful Citizens of 

the said United States, and of the said Common- 

wealth, to condemn the Principles of the reyotatiog - 
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and revile, depreciate and scandalize the Characters 
of the revolutionary Patriots and Statesmen, to en- 
danger, subvert and totally destroy the Republican 
Constitutions and free Governments of the sad 
United States, and of the said Commonwealth, to 
invoive the said United States and the said Com- 
monwealth in civil War, Desolation, and Anarchy 
and to procure by Act and Force a radical Change 
and Alteration in the Principles and Forms of the 
seid Constitutions and Governments without the 
free will, wish anct Concurrence of the People of 
the said United States and of the said Common- 
wealth respectively. And to tulfil, perfect and 
bring to Effect his wicked, seditious and destesta- 
ble Intentions aforesaid, he the said Joseph Dennie 
on the Twenty-third Day of April in the year of 
our Lord One thousand Eight hundred and three, 
at the City aforesaid, and within the Jurisdiction of 
this Court with force and Arms and falscly, mali- 
ciously, factiously and seditiousiy did make, com- 
pose, write and publish, and did cause and procure 
to be made, composed, written and published a 
certain false, wicked, malicious, factious, seditious 
and scandalous Libel, of and concerning the Form 
of Government of the said United States and of 
and coneerning: the form of Government of the said 
Commonwealth, and of and concerning ihe Consti- 
tution of the said United States, and of and concern- 
ing the Constitution of the said Commonwealth 
respectively according to the Tenor and Fficet 
following “ A Democracy is scarcely tolerable st 
any period of national history. Its Omens areal- 
ways Sinister. and its Powers are unpropitious. 
With all the lights of Experience, blazing before 
our Eyes, it is impossible not te discern the futihty 
of this Form of Government. It was weak and 
wicked in Athens. It was bad m Sparta, and 
worse in Rome. It has been tried in France, and 
has terminated in Despotism. It was tried in 
England, avd rejected with the utmost loathing 
and Abhorrence. Jt (the Constitution and Form 
of Government and Scheme of Polity of the said 
United States and the Constitution, Form of 
Government and Scheme of Polity of the said 
Commonwealth meaning) is on its tral here, (in 
the said United States and in the said Commor- 
wealth meaning) and the issue wiil be civil War, 
Desol:tion, and Anarehy. No wise man but dis- 
cerns its (the Constitution. Form of Government, 
and Scheme of Polity of the said United * tates and 
the Constitution, form of Government and Scheme 


THE PORT FOLIO. 






of some men can devise, the folly of others receive, | Constitution, Fornr of Government, and scheme 


and both establish, in despite of reason, reflection 
end Sensation. (Thereby meaning and intending 
falsely, maliciously, seditiously and libellously to 
aver, insinuate and publish that the said Declara- 
tion of Independence, the said Constitution, Form 
of Government and Scheme of Polity of the said 
United States and the said Constitution, Govern- 
ment and Scheme of Polity of the said Common- 
wealth were radically contemptible and vicious, 
that the same respectively were devised bv the 
Villainy of the Consress who made the said Decla- 
ration of Independence, by the Villainy of the 
Convention who framed the said Constitutien of the 
said United States, and by the Villainy of the Con- 
vention who framed the said Constitution of the 
suid Commonwealth. that the same respectively 
were received by the Folly of the People of the 
said United States, and by the Folly of the People 
of the said Commonwealth and that the same 
were respectively established by the Vilisiny o1 
the said Congress and Conventions, and by the folly 
of the People aforesaid in desptic of reason, reflec- 
tion and Sensation, in manifest Conternpt of the 
Constitution and Liuws of the saxl United States 
and of this Commonwealth. in Deroeation of the 
national Independence, reputation and Honour, to 
the eviland pornicions Example of ail others ia the 
like Case offending, and against the Peace and 
Dignity of the Commonwealth of Pennsvivania. 
And the Inquest aforesaid upon their Oaths and 
Affymations aforesaid, do further present, that 
the said Joseph Deunie being such Person as afere- 
sid, and again seditiously., malicreusly and wiifully 
intending as aforesaid. afterwards, to wit, on the 
same Day and year aforesaid, at the City aforesaid. 
and within the Jurisdiction of this Court, with force 
and Arms, &e. falsely, malicrousiy factiously and 
seditiously did print and publish, and did cau-e and 
| procure to be printed and published in a certain 
News Paper intituled * ‘Phe Port Folio,” a certain 
fulse, malicious, factious, seditious, and scandalous 
Lil e! of and concerning the Form of the Goverment 
of the said United States, and of and concerning 
the Form of the Government of the said Commen- 
wealth, and of and concerning the Constituticn 
of the sa'd United States, and of and concerning 
the Constitution of the said Commonwealth respec- 
tively according tothe Tenor and F ffect following 
to wit, * A Democracy issearcely tclerable at any 
Period of nations] Fistory. Ms Omens are al- 











of Polity of the said Commonwea!th stili meaning) 
imperfections, no good man but shudders at its 
(tie Constitution. Form of Government and Scheme 
of Polity of the said United States and the Censti- 
tution, Form of Government and Scheme of Poli- 
vy of the said Commonwealth stil] meaning) Mise- 
ries, no honest Man brt preclaims its (the Con- 
stitution, Form of Covermment and Scheme of 
Polity of the said United States and the Constitn- 
tions Form of Government and Scheme ot Pelity 
ef the said Commonwealth still meaning) Fraud, 
and no brave Man, bet draws bis Sword ezainst 
its (the Constitution, form ef Governm. nt and 
Scheme of t elity cfthe said United Staics and the 
Constitution, Form of Government ard Scheme of 
Foltty of the suid Corumonwealth still mevning) 
Force: (fhereLy meenng and intending falsely, 
maliciously end seditiously to aver, msinuate and 
publish thatthe Authority and Fower ef the Con- 
sttuzion, Government ard Scheme of Pol ty of the 
said United Statcs,and the Authority end Power of 
the Government, Constitution and Scheme uf Feli- 
ty of the said Commonwealth were respectively 
pregnant with Imperfections. were founded m fraud 
and ovgbt to be eppesed, ebstructed ané resisted 
by Arms) The mstitution of a Scheme of 
Polity, (the Constitution and Form of Goverument 
ef the said United States, and the Constitution aoa 


form of Gevernment of the said Cormmeonweolth, | :orm ot Govermmcit, sud scheme of Foitty of 
. still aeeening) ereua. cnd | 


sull micaning) s6 racically contemptible ond vi- 
gious lb a Memorabic example of wuat te Vihlamy 
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ways sinister, and its Powers are unpropitious. 
With all the Lights of Experience. blazing belore 
| our eyes, it is impossible not to disceru the lutiii- 
ty of this form of Gevernment. [It was week and 
wicked in Athens. It was bad in Sparta, and worse 
in Rome. Ht bas been tried in France, and has 
terminated in Despotism. It was tried in Eneland, 
apd rejected with the utmost loathing, and abhor- 
rence. It (the Constitution and Form of Goverp- 
ment and scheme of Pelty cf the said United 
States, and the Constitution, form of Government 
and scheme of Poiity of the seid Commonwealth 


States and in the sad Commonwealth meaniig) 
and the issue wil be civil war, Desolation und 
Anarc! y- No wise men but discerns its (the Con- 
stitution, Form of Government and scheme eof 
Polity of the said Unired States, and tie Constitu- 
tich, Form of © overnment and scheme of Polity 
of the seid Commoenweaith, still meaning) mmper- 
fetions. no good man but shudders at tts (the Con- 
stitution. bein ef Covernment, and scheme of 
Volty.of the said United States and the Constitu- 
j tion, Form ot Goversment, and scheme of Polity 
of the suic Commonwealth. still meaning) Mise- 
| ries, nodenest Mar bet proclaims its (the Coust- 
tution, i orm of Goverhment,and schenre of Polity 
fof the sad United Staves. and the Constturica, 
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of Polity ef the said United States, and the Consti- 
tution, Ferm of Government, and scheme of Polity 
of the said Commonwealth, still meaning) Force, 
(Thereby meaning and intending falsely. maticious- 
ly and seditiously to aver, insinuate, a: 4 publish 
that the Authority and Power of the Constitution, 
Government, and scheme of Felity of the said 
United States, and the Awhority and Power of 
the Government, Constitution, and scheme of Poli- 
ty ef the said Commonwealth, were respectively 
pregnant with imperfections, were founded in fraud, 
and ought to be opposed, obstructed, and resisted 
by Arms) The institution of a scheme of Polity 
(the Constitution, and Ferm of Government of the 
said United States, and the Constitution, and Form 
of Government of the said Commonwealth, still 
meanine) so radically contemptible, and vicious, is 
a memorable Example of what the villainy of some 


| Men can devise, the folly of others receive. and 


»oth establish in despite of Reason, Reflection ard 
Sensation. (Thereby meaning and intending falsely, 
maliciously, seditiousiv, and libeilously to aver. in. 
sinuate, end publish that the said Deelaration of 
Thdependence, the said Constitution. Form of Go- 
verpinent and scheme of Polity of the said United 
States, and the sai Constitutton, Porm of Govern. 
ment am! scheme of Poity of the said € ommor- 
wealih, were radically contemptible and vicious, 
that the same were respectively devised by the 
villainy of the Congress, who made the said Dee 
claration of Incependence, by the villainy of the 
Convention. who framed the said Constitution of 
the suid United States, and by the villainy of the 
Convention, who framed the said Constitutien of 
the said Commonweulth, that the same respectives 
'y were received by the Folly of the people. of the 
said United States, and by the Folly of the peo; le 
of the said Commnaiwealth, and that the same 
were respectively establisi.ed by the villainy of the 
said Congress and Conventions, and by the Folly of 
the people aforesaid, in despite of Reason, Reflec- 
tion, and Sensation, in manifest conterspt of the 
Constitution. and Laws of the said United States 
and of th's Commonwealth, in Derogation of the 
pational Independence, Reputstion end Honour, 
to the evil example of ail others in the hke case 
offending, and against the pezce and Dignity ofthe 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

J. B. M‘KEAN, At. Gen. 


After perusing this prolixity, the weary reader, 
if not relieved by welcome sicep, will exclaim, 
Obe jam satis Of this lassitnde. the Fditce him- 
s:If. partakes so largely, that contrary to his first 
intention, he cdismoasses this articie without a com- 
mentary. The causes of this persecution, the 
spirit of the Times, and the Genius of a Com- 
monweulth must be obvious to every ob-erver. 

The Editor inscribes vic, en the white shield of 
his innocence, but is wholly meapable ef vauniing 
at the victory. 

— 
ORIGINAL LETTERS FROM COW PER. 


FO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN, 


. Olney, July S, 1786. 
My dear William, 

After a long silecce, ] begin again. A day given 
to my friends, 1s a day token from Homer, but to 
such an imterruption. now and ther occurring. I 
have no obection. Lady Hesketh is as yeu ob- 
serve, urrived—and has been with us near a fert- 
night. She pleases every body, and is pleased in 
her turn, wits every thing she finds at Glney; is al- 
ways cheerful. and sweet-tempered; and knows no 
pleasure equal to thot of commuric thy pleesure 
to us, and to wil acoune her. “PE bis disposition in 
ier, is the more ecnifortedle, because HH ts het the 





humour ot the duyoa suadcre flash of henevelence 


| and pood spirits, eucsremed merely by a change of 
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scene, but itis her natural turn, and has governed 
her conduct ever since I knew her first. We 
are consequently happy im her socicty, and shall 
be happier still, to have you te partake with us in 
our joy. Tam fond of the sound of betls, but was 
never more pleased with those of Olney, than when 
they rang her into her new habitation. It is a 
compliment that our performers upon those instru- 
ments have mever paid to any other personage 
(Lord Dartmouth excepted) since we knew the 
town. In short, sheis as she ever was, my pride 
and my joy; and [ am delighted with every thing 
that means to do her honour. Her first appear- 
ance was too much for me; my spirits, instead of 
being greatly raised, as I had inadvertentiy suppo- 
sed they would be, broke down with me, under 
the pressure of two much jcy, an@ left me flat, or 
rather melancholy, throughout the day, to a degree 
that was mortifying to myself, and elarming to hev. 
But I have made amends for this failure since, and 
in point of chez fulness. have far exceeded her ex- 
pectations ; for she knew that sable has been my suit 
for many yeers. 

And new FT shall communicate news that will 
eive yor pleasure. When you fitst centemplated 
the front of our abode, you were shocked. In 
your eves it had the appearance of a pvison, and 
you sighed at the thought thet your Mother lived 
in it. Your view of it was not ealy just, but pro- 
phetic. It had not only the aspect of a place built 
for the purpeses of incarceration, but bas actually 
served that purpose through a long, long period, 
snd we have been the prisoners. But a jail-delive- 
rv isat hand. The bolts and bars are to be loosed, 
and we shall escape. A very cifferent mansion, 
both in point of appearance, and accommodation, 
expects us ; and the expense of living in it not grea- 
ter than we are subjected to inthis. Itis situated 
at Weston, one of the prettiest villages in England. 
and belongs 1o Mr. Throckmorton. We all three 
dine with hitn to-diy by invitation, and shall survey 
it in the afternoon, point out the necessary repairs, 
and finally adjust the treaty. IT have my Cousin's 
promise that she will never let another year pass 
without a visit tous, and the house is large enough 
to take us and our suite, and her also with as many 
of hers as she shall chuse to bring. “The change 
will I hope prove advantageous, beth te your Mot!.- 


, . TF *y uf <4 "ee at 
er and me, in all respects. ¢lere we have no 
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neighbourhood, there we shat. “ave most agreeable 


neighbours in the Threckmortons. Flere we havc 
a bad air in winter, impregnated with the fishy- 
smelling furnes of the marsh miasma; there we 
shall breathe in an atmosphere untainted, Here 
we are confined from September to March, and 
sometimes lonver; there we shail be upon the very 
vere cf plasine-grounds, 1 Which we can always 
remible, and shall pot wade thro rsh alruost impas- 
sable dirt te get et them. Both your Motber’s 
constitution and mine, have suilered tiaterichy by 
such close and jong cocfirement, and it is bigh 
tinre. uLless we intend to retreat inte the grave. 
that we should seek Gut a more wholesome resi- 
dence. So faris well. the rest isich to Heaven. 

lL heve hardly Ivft mivselfroom for cn answer te 
your queries concerning my trreud John and his 
studics. I should recommend the civil war ai 
Ceasar, because he wrote it, who ranks } believe us 
the best writer. as well as soldier, of nis day. There 
ate books (I know mot what they are, but you do, 
and can eesily find them) that will infarm him 
cleally of both the civil and the military manage- 
ment of the Ramens, the several officers, | mean, 
in both departments ; and whet was the pecubar 
province of each. “Phe study of some such book 
would. I should think, prove a good imtrocneton oO 
tat of Livy, unless you have a Livy wits oates co 
thate fect. A want of intelligence in thiase points 
has berctolore made the Roman history very dae 
and Giffieuit tome; Uecrefore t thas. advise. 

Yours ever, wt %¢ 





hthe siath form at Westminster. 








Pthey have composed. 





THE PORT FOLIO. 


TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 
August 24, 1786. 
My dear Friend, 


I catch a minute by the tail and hold it fast, 
while I write to you. The moment it is fled |] 
Must go to breakfast. Iam still occupied in rc fin- 
in¥ nd polishing, and shall this morning give the 
finishing hand to the seventh book. F does 
me the honour to say, that the most difficult, and 
most interesting parts of the poem, are admirably 
rendered. But because he did not express himself 
equally pleased with the move pedestrian parts of it, 
my labour therefore has been priMeipally given to 
the dignification of them; not but that | have re- 
touched considerably, and made better still the best. 
In short, I hope to make it allof a piece, and shall 
exert myself to the utmost to secure that desirable 
point. A story-teller, so very circumstaritial as 
Homer, must of necessity present us often with 
much matter in itself capable of no other embel- 
iishment than purity of diction, and harmony ot 
versification,can give to it. Hie labor, hoc ofius est. 
or our language, unless it be very severely clasti- 
sed has not the terseness, nor our measure the mii- 
sic of the Greek. But I shail not fail through want 
of industry. 

We are likely to be very happy in ourconnexion 
with the Fhrockmortons. H's reserve and mine 
wear off; and he talks with great pleasure of tie 
conifort that he proposes to himself from o1@ win- 
ter-cvenibg conversations. His purpose seems to 
to be, that we should spend them alternately with 
each other. Lady Hesketh transcribes for me at 
present. When she is gone, Mrs. Throckmorton 
takes up that business, and will be my lady of the 
ink-bottle, forthe rest of the winter. She solicited 
herself that office. 

Believe me, my dear William, truly yours, 

W. C. 

Mr. Throckmorton will (I doubt not) procure 
Lord Petres’ name, if he can, without any hint 
from me. He cowd not interest himscif more in 
my success than he seemsto do. Couldhe get tie 
Pope to subscribe, I should have htm; and should 
be glad of him and the whole Conclave. 


TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 





My dear Friend, 


You are my mahogany box, with a slip in the 
jid of it, to which [ commit my productions of the 
tyric kind. in perfect confidence, that they are safe. 
and will go no farther. All whoare attached to the 
jnegling art, have this peculiarity, that they wouid 
find no pleasure in the exercise, had they not enc 
friend at least, to whom they m¥ght publish what 
If you approve my Latia. 
and your Wife and Sister my English this togeti.- 
er, with the apprabatiop of your Mother, is Ganc 
enough for me. 

He who. cannot leck forward with comfort, must 
find what comfort he can in looking backward. 
Upon this pritvciple, f other day sent my imagine. 
Hom Upos a trip, thirty years behind me. She was 


‘very obedicnt, and very swilt of foot, presently 


performed her jonrney, and at last set me dows in 
I fancied mvself 
once more a schoci-bey, a period of life im which 
fT had never tasted true happpiness. } was at least 
equally unacquamted with its contrary. No manu- 
Cacturer of waking dreams ever succeeded better in 
bis employment than } do. Ff cam weave such a 
piece of tapestry in a few minutes. as not only tras 
all tive charnis of reality, but is embellisired alsy 
witha varcty of beauties. which thotelr they never 
existed, are more Cap ivating tham any that ever 
n'—aceurdiuighy Pwas a schoeRboy tn hizh fa- 
vour with the master, received a silver-ywroat for 
miy exercise, aud had the pleasure of seeing it 
- it from. form to form. for the aimiration of alf 
wuo were able -ta understand it. Do you wish to 


It follows 


see this highly applauded performance ; 


on the other side. 
(Torn off) 


70 THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 
My dear William, 

You are sometimes indebted to bad weather, but 
more frequently to a dejected state of mind, for my 
punctuality as a correspondent. This was the 
case when I composed that tragic-comic ditty for 
which you thank me, my spirits were exceedingly 
low, and having no fool or jester at hand, I resol- 
ved tobe my own The end was answered, | laughe 
ed myself, and I mace you laugh. Soimetimes [ 
pour out my thoughts in a mournful strain, brit 
those sable effusions your Mother will not suftr 
me to send you. being resolved that nobody shall 
share with me the burthen of my melanchoiy hut 
herself. In general you may suppose that I am 
remarkably sad when I seem remarkably merry, 
he effort we make to get rid of a load. is usual'y 
violent in proportion to the weigkt of it. I have 
seen at Sadlers’ Wells, a tight little fellow dancing 
with a fat man upon his shoulders; to these who 
looked at him he seemed insens:ble of the incum- 
brance, butif a physician had felt his pulse. when 
the feat was over, I suppose he would have fou sl 
the effect of it there. Perhaps you remember the 
Undertakers’ dance in the Rehearsal, waich tiev 
perform in crape hat-bands and black-cleuks, to the 
tune of “ Hob or Nob;” one of the sprightiest 
airs in the world. Such is my fiddling, and such 
is my dancing; but they serve a purpose which at 
some Certain times could not be so effectually pro- 
moted by any thing else. 

I have endeavoured to comply with your request, 
though Iam pot good at writing upon a given 
subject. Your Mother however comforts me by 
her approbation, and I steer myself in all that § 
produce by hev judement. If she does not under- 
stand me at the first reading, I am sure the lines 
are obscure, atid always alter them; if she laughs 
L knew it is not without reason, and if she says— 
“ that’s well, it will de”"—I have no fear Jest any 
body else should find fault with it. She is my .ord 
chamberlain, who licenses all I write. 

TO MISS C 





—, ON HER BIRTH-DAY. 


How niany between East and West, 
Disgrace their parent Earth, 
Whose deeds constrain us to detest 
The day thar gave them birth! 
Not so when Stella’s natal morn 
Revciving months restore, 
We can rejoice.that she was born, 
And wish her born once more! 
if you like it, use it. If not you know the remedy. 
it Is serious, yet epigrammygtic=-iike a bishop at a 
ball! W. Cc. 


eat 


-—-——— se 


BIOGRAPHY. 
THE LIFE CF BRUCE. 
fConcluded.] 
His Daphnis is an elegy on a deceased friend, 
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written in the pastoral forma, and, in general, weil 
reserves the rural character. i has, huwever, but 
ittle of the bucolic cam, now so fa-hionable. If 
auy triie pural topics occur, they are heightened 
anc adorned with the graces of sentiment,and the 
inost deiicute touches of picturesque beauty. It 
may be considered us an effusion of metlowed ser- 
row, Whica can recaptulate past picasures, in all 
their minutiz of circumstanee and situation, and 
seleet such images as ave proper to the kind of 
commpostion in which it chooses to convey itself. It 
is a professed imitation of Milton s * Lycidas,” in. 
whicit there is perhaps more pogtry: than’ sorrow; 
but the poetry is im such an exqnisite strain, th.t 
he who desiwes to know, wheti er he has a true 
taste for Prctry: or not, si:ould cousaler whether he 
is hrsbly dehehted or net with the perusal of 
“ bycidas.” Whetiser it s!.euld be considered as. 
a Medel Of composition, has bean duubted. Some 
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have supposed that the arbitrarv disposition of the 

rhymes produces a wild melody, adapted to the 

expression of sorrow ; and others have thought the 
couplet and tetrastic, with their stated returns of 
rhyme, preferable. Yo decide the point might be 
difficult; but if the enthusiasm and beauty of the 

poetry couid not reconcile Dr Johnson to the * un- 
certain rhymes” of “ Lycidas,” the common rea- 
ders of poetry wii! probably inchne to favour the 
regular form. With Milton in view, Bruce is 
not a servile imitator. He has an original manner 
of his own. Miiton is his model for versification. 
and he sometimes cojres, bis tioughts and his lan- 
guage. But his poem is not a perpetual tissue of 
the absolete phraseology, Gothic combinations, re- 
mote allusions. obscure opinions, and mythologicai 
personayes of * iycidas.” ‘Phe poem. as it now 
stands, has several fines wisich are not in the cops 
sent to Mr. Arnot; the result, probably, of a sub- 
sequent emendation. 

Of his Alexis, the principal merit consists, in the 
simplicity of the language, and the harmony of 
the versification. ‘Lhe images are not new, and 
the descriptions and sentimeiits are trite and com- 
mon. 

His Sir James the Ross is probably “ the poem 
in the Journal, which was wrote,” he tells Mr. 
Pearson, “ in one afternoon, begun about four, and 
finished before I went to bed. I never tried any 
thing which fell in with my inclination so. The 
Historica] Ballad is a species of writing by itself 
The common people confound it with the Song, but 
in truth they are widely different. A Song should 
never be historical. It is founded generally on some 
one theught, which must be prosecuted and ex- 
hibited in every light, with a quickness and turn ‘of 
expression peculiar to itself The Ballad, again, 
is founded ou some passage of history, or (what 
Suits its nature better) of tradition. Here the poet 
may use his liberty, and cut and carve, as he hasa 
mind. I think it a kind of writing remarkably 
adapted to the Scottish lanzuage.”? The distinc- 
tion is just, and beautifully exemplified. The histo- 
rical ballad demands the nicest execution, and the 
most artful management. The simplicity tha: 
suits it Is even unattainabie by genius. without that 
chastised taste which seldom appears in poets of 
the highest class. It admits of magnificence 0! 
ideas, and of the sublime; but should be careful not 
to deviate from nature. The marvellous air, and 
the supernatural actors, which figure and please 
in the grandeur of the epic, would here be extra- 
vagant and disproportioned. The incidents should 
be strking, the situations important, and tending to 
forward the action, the design without perplexity, 
the parts in proper relation to it, and to each 
other, the sentiments delicate and noble. To 
these requisites, Sir James the Ross ts, i@ general. 
conformable. Whether we cousider the beautify! 
simplicity of the stery, the delicacy of ita situa- 
tions, the pathes of its discoveries, the exact delineu- 
tion of the manners of the times to which it refers 
the genuine stroke of nature and of passien, or 
the unremitting enimation of the whole, we cannot 
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minstrelsy best adapted to express the magic mys- | 
teries and romantic enthusiasm of the Gothic my- 

thology. Assuming the fire and enthusiasm of the 

old Runic bards, he gives full scope to the wild- 
ness of a glowing imagination. and the energy of! 

forcible conception. But his ideas of Scandinavian 

poctry seem to have risen no higher than the 

imitations of Gray. whic! are in all probability such 

aS he alone was capable of making them. They 

are instinct with fire and poetica enthusiasm. They [ 
are in perfection the enthusiastic words—the words 
that burn—of the muses. {n sublimity of concep 

ion. grandeur of imagery, and magnificence of 
phraseology, he is inferior to Gray; but he has 
more simplicity, perspicuily, and elegance. His 
first Ode in particular, breathes the high spirit 
of lyric enthusiasm. It is truly Runic, and truly 
(-rayan. 

His Elegy, written in Spring, is characterized by 
cnergy. simplicity, pathos, and melody, in the 
hiehest deyree. From the circumstances in which 
it Was written, the nature of ite subject. and the 
merit of its execution, it bas obtained an uncom- 
mon share of popularity. Tle influences and effects 
of Spring are expressed by a selection of such 
imagery as are adapted to strike the imagination by 
lively pictures. “Phe mannerin which he describes 
its effects upon himself, is so pathetically circum- 
stantial, and so universally interesting, that it pow- 
erfully awakens all our tenderness. 


but not to me returns 

The vernal joy my better years have known; 
Dim in m» oreast life’s dying taper burns, 

And all the joys of life, with health are flown. 





“ A young man of genius.” seys Lord Craig. 
“in a deep consumption, at the age of twenty-one 
feeling himself every moment going faster to de- 
cline, is an object sufficiently interesting ; but hew 
much must every feeling on the occasien be height- 
ened, when we know, that this person possessed so 
much dignity and composure of mind, as not only 
t» contemplate his approaching fate, but even to 
write a poem on the subject! 

“In the French lan:uage, there is a much ad- 
mired poem of the Abbé de Chaulieu, written In 
expectation of bis own death, to the Marquis de la 
Farre, lamenting ois approaching separation from 
his friend. Michael Bruce, who, it is probabie, 
never heard of the Abbé de Chautlieu, has-also writ- 
ten a poem @n his own approaching death, which 
cannot fail of touching the heart of every one who 
reads it.” 

Several poets of our nation, in similar circum- 
siances, have left compositions on the same subject; 
and more than one poet has been ambitious of the 
fame of poetic composition, a few hours before 
the perils of an engagement, wher the attention of 
most men would be naturally occupied by moie 
important concerns, than the adjustment of syila- 
bles, or the modulation of @ period. 

Dorset, “ the grace of courts, the muse’s pride,” 
en the cay before the memorable sea-fight in 
1665, is said ‘e have composed the celebrated 





but highly @imire the mixture it exhibits ef .e- 
nius and of ert. The story om which it is fou ided, 
though romantic, is interesting, and the more so, 
as there 1s resson to believe it is In some measure 
autheniic. It is a tale of tenderness and distress; 
and challenges @ place with the * Hardyknute” ef 
his countryman, Sir John Bruce of Kinross, the 
* Qwen of Carron” of Langhorne. and other suc- 
cessful imitations of the ancient historicai ballad. 
This exquisite ballad is said to have received some 
embellishments from Logan. 

His Danish Odes are compositions of a superior 
order. 
true fire of poetry, and harmony of versification. 
They appear to be modelled upon the “ Norse 
Odes” of Gray, and, in their contexture and tone, 
are much in the wild and wizard strains of his 


Rupic Ivrea, He probably thought this bind of | fects and acknowledges the eloominess of his pros- 


sons, “ To all you Ladies now at Land,” with 
; equal tranquillity of mind, and promptitude of 
Wit. 

The tender, the sentimental Abbé de Chaulicus 
has left a poem on his approaching death equally 
remarkable for elegance and feeling. Brace must 
have heard of Dorset, and, it may be. of the Abbé 
‘de Chaulieu. as he was no straiiger to the language 

in which he wrete; but heis purely original in his 
‘thoughts. Nor can we deny to him the praise of 
collectedmess end strength of mind in a superior 
degree. He views, without distay, the insidious 
approaches of an incurable discase, which general- 
ly selects, jor its prey the fairest and most amiable 
‘ Victims; and witseut pretending to that apathy, 
‘ surely unnatural to man in such circumstances, he 
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pects; but turns his eyes in search of comfort to 
a world beyond the grave. 


There let me sleep, forgotten in the clay, 

When death shall shut these weary aching eyes; 
Rest in the hopes cf an eternal day, 

Till the long night is gone, and the last morn arise, 


His ludicrous pieces, the Mousiad, and Anacre- 
optic to a Wasp, evince the versatility of his genius, 
They are not void of humour and pleasantry, but 
add little to his reputation. His Songs are tender 
and easy; and well preserve the turn of the popu- 
jar ballads which he imitates. His Verses to Dr, 
Millar, and Elegy on Mr. M‘'Ewen, have some effy- 
sions of sentiment and deiiueations of character 
that are not without merit; but they require no 
distunct «examination Or particular criticism. 

If images of nature,” says Logan, “ that are 
beautiful and new; if sentiments, warm from the 
heart, interesting and pathetic; if a style, chaste 
with ornament, und elegant with simplicity; if 
these, and many other beauties of nature and art, 
are allowed to constitute true poetic merit, the fol- 
lowing poems will stand high in the judgment of 
men of taste.” 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 


MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF 
LA ERUYERE, es 
Translated from the French. ] 


John de La Bruyere was born at Dourdan, in'the 
year 1639. He had lately purchased the treasurer 
of f’rance for Caen, when Bossuet brought him 
to Paris. to instruct the young Duke of —- in his- 
tory, and he remained all iis life attached to that 
prince, in the quality of a man of letters, with a 
pension of a thousand crowns. He published his 
Ciaraciers in 1687, was ceceived into the French 
Academy in 1695, and died in 1696. 

This is ail that literary history inferms us, con- 
cerning a writer to whom We owe one of the best 
works that exist in any language; a work which 
on account of the signal reputation it has enjoyed 
from the moment of its being given to the werld, 
is calculated to excite the strongest desire to be 
acquainted with its author. Nothing is known of 
the family of La Bruyere, and that is an indifferent 
circumstance ; but it would be pleasing to acquaint 
ourselves with his obaracter, his manner of life, 
ard the dispositionsof his mind in society ; all this 
however, is equally forgotton. 

Perhaps even the obscurity in which his memory 
is enveloped, affords no insufficient eulogium on 
his characters He lived in the house of a prince ; 
he railed against a crowd of knaves or fools, whom 
he painted in his book, or who thought themselves 
painted in it; he had all the enemies that are raised 
by setire and by reputation; and yet we find him 
a party to no intrigue, nor engaged in any quarrel. 
\ life thus passed, implies, it would seem, a sound 
understanding, and a temperate and modest deport- 
ment. 

“He has been represented to me,” says the 
abbé d’ Olivet, “Sas a philosopher who desired 
nothing but to live in tranquillity amidst his friends 
and bsoks, and equally happy in the choice of the 
book; neither seeking nor shunning pleasure; 
always disposed to innocent mirth, and ingenious in 
nroducing it ; polished in his manners, and sensi- 
ble in conversation ; revolting from every species 
uf ambit'on, even that of displaying superiority of 
mind.” Jiist. de ’ Acad. Franc, 

it may be easily believed, that the philosopher 
who pointed out with so much skill and sagacity, 
the shades of vice, extravagance, and absurdity, was 
too well acquainted with men to be eager for their 
company, but that he might love society, without 
abandoning himseif to its sway; that he mugs 
have held a restraint on his tone and manners 
careful not to offend against the decencies of whiei 
he was so much alive tothe value; too muchyaés 
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customed, in fine, to observe the defects of charac- 
ter and weaknesses of self love in others, not to 
repress thein in himself. 

His characters made a considerable noise from the 
instant of their birth. ‘heir popularity has been 
attributed to the strokes of satire which were div- 
covered in them, or which were believed to be dis- 
covered. Perhaps the generality of men are desti- 
tuted of a taste sufficiently culuvated, apd a mind 
sufficiently enlightened. to feel all the merit of a 
work of genius at its first appearance, and have 
need of being led to the perception of its beauties 
by the force of some particular passion, throug 
which they see them in a stronger light. Bur 
if malignity hastened the reputation of La Bruyere’s 
book, time has impressed the seal: it has been re- 
printed again, it has been translated into ail 
languages ; and, what distinguishes works of oriyi- 
nality. it has had a muititude of imitators ; for it ts 
precisely that which is inimitable, that minds of the 
middling order, labour to imiiate. 

Doubtless, La Bruyere in depicting the man- 
ners of his time, chose his models from among his 
contemporaries; but he depicted men, not as a 
portrait-painter, who copies servilely the objects 
and the forms that are before his eyes, but as her 
histerical painter, who selects and brings together 
a variety of features; who imitates only the linea- 
ments of character and effect, and who is able to 
add those supplied by his imagination, to form 
that assemblage of ideal truth, and the truth of na- 
ture which constitutes the perfection of the fine 
arts. 

Here lies the talent of the comic poet; and 
hence a comparison has been drawn between La 
Bruyere and Moliere. The paraliel exhibits strik- 
ing points of resemblance; but there is so wide a 
chasm between the art of observing things rdicu- 
lous and painting insulated characters, and that 
of giving them life, and making them move upon 
the stage, that we shall pass over this species of 
criticism, better adapted for displaying the lustre 
of wit, than for refining legitimate taste. Besides. 
whose is the hand that ought to hold the balance of 
men of genius? We may easily compare the 
degrees of pleasure and the nature of the impres- 
sions we receive from their works; but who can 
pretend to ascertain the measure of taient that en- 
ters into the composition ef tnose works? 

La Bruyere may be considered as a moralist and 
asa writer. As a moralist, be appears less remark- 
able for depth than for discrimination. Montaigne, 
studying man within himself, has penetrated fur- 
ther into the essential principles of human nature 
La Rochefoucauld. has exhibited men under a more 
general form, by referring toasingle principle the 
source of all human actions. La Bruyere took 
particular interest in observing the differences 
which the collision of the passions in society, and 
the habits attached to condition and profession, pro- 
duced in the manners and conduct of mankind. 
Montague and La Rechefoucauld have painted 
man, as the creature of all times and situations ; 
La Bruyere has painted the co rtiery the lawyer, 
the financier, and the citizen of the age of Lewis 
XIV. 

Perhaps his view did not embrace a very wide 
horizon, and his mind had more accuracy than ex 
tent. Heis too fond of painting individually, even 
when he treatsof the most general subjects. Tous. 
in his chapter entitied Of the Sovereign or of thi 
Refudlic, in the midst of some general reflections 
on the principles and vices of the government, jie 
paints constantly the court and the city, the diplo- 
matist and the quidnunc. We prepare ourselves to 

travel with him ever the ancient republics and m:- 
dern monarchies ; and we are surprized. at the enc 
of the chapter, to find that we bave never left the 
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‘the shortest: “ Today, yom may deprive this city| 
of its city, of its franchises, its mghts, and its pri- 
vieges; but to-morrow beware how you think of 
altering its signs.”’ 

Many of the maxims of La Bruyere appeai 
common at the present day; but this is not his 
fault. ‘he very justness which is the cause of the 
meritand success of a pew thought, soon renders 
it familiar and even trivial: this is the fate of all 
truth atapted to universal currency. 

La Bruyere was not excmpt from prejudices 
even of the most valvar description. We see with 

uin that he was not far from putting some degree 
of faith in magic and witchcraft; “ In these met- 
tiers,” says he, chaz XIV, “ Phere isa mediu.. 
to b. found, between the credulous and the free- 
thinker.” Nevertheless, he vad the honour of bx - 
1g calumniated as a plilosopher ; for this species 
of persecution was not reserved for the peculiar 
character of ourdays. The war which scifisiiness 
vice and hypocrisy have declared agaiusi philoso- 
phy is as ancient as philosophy herself, and ap- 
pavently will lastas long. ‘It is not allowaole ’ 
says he, * to speak of any one as a pillosopher ; tis 
will always be to injure his reputation, unul mei 
sail please to order it otherwise.” 

in reading attentively the charaeters of La 
Bruyere, it appears to me that we are less struck 
with the thoughts than with the style. The turns 
and expressions appear to have something more 
brilliant. more delicate, and more unexpected, thar 
the substance of the things themselves, and it is 
less the man of genius than the great writer that 
we admire 

But the merit of a great writer. if it does not 
include genius, demands the assemblae of intellec- 
tual gifts as rare as genius. 

The art of writing is something more than it is 
thought to be by most men, even among those who 
make books. 

It is not sufficient to be acquainted with the 
properties of words, to dispose them in re,ular 
order, or even to give to the members of a sentence 
a symetric aud harmonious rounding ; with all this, 
aman may be only a correct writer, and at the 
utmost elegant. 

Language is only the interpreter of the mind; 
and it is ina certain association of sentiments and 
ideas with words which are their stens, that we 
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ed of the organ; correctness requires only a well- 
considered knowledge of the language. 

In the art of writing, as in all the fine arts, the 
werms of the art are the work of nature; and it 
is reflection that gives them developement and 
growth. 

We may discover some men of genius whom 
distinctive powers scem to render independent on 
ali study, and whe, in yicldins themsclves without 
the restraintof art, tothe movements of their ima- 
vination and their thoughts. have written with grace, 
“ith fire, and with mtcrest; but these bountics of 
nature are rare; th: y are limited and marked with 
imperfection, and they have never been sufficient 
for ihe production of a great writer. 

T iorbear to speak of the ancients, emong whom 
clocution Was ah art so extensive and so complicat- 
ed; but I will mention. Despreaux and Racine, 
Bossuet and Montesquicu, Voltaire and Reusscau. 
it Was not instinct that produced’ under their pens, 
tiose beauties and that strength, to which the 
rrench language owes so much of its richness and 
perfection: these were the fruits of genius, beyond 
a doubt; but of wenius cultivated by study, and 
by profound observation. 

fiowever, universal may be the reputation, that 
La Bruycre enjoys, it will appear teo beld, per- 
haps, to place him onthe same tevel with the great 
men whose names J have just cited; but it Was not 
tii after | had read, and read asain. studicd, medi- 
tated on liis charac’ers, that | was struck with the 
prodicious artand pumbera °s beautics which raise 
this work to the rank of tne most perfect in the 
French janzuage. 

Asuredly La Bruyere has neither the bursts and 
sublime strokes of Bossuet, nor the numerousncss, 
copiousness or harmony of | enclon, nor the brilli- 
wnt, easy grace of Voiteiie, nor the sensibility of 
Rousseau ; but neither of these appear to me te 
unite, Inthe same extent, the vanity. ingenuiiy, 
and oriinality which astonish us in La Bruyere. 
‘here is not perhaps a single beauty of style within 
the gircie of the l'renc’: idiom, of which examples 
and*models are not to be found in this writer. 

Despréaux mde, as it is said, a remark, that 
La Biuycre, in avoiding trensitions, had saved jim 
sclf the trouble of encountering the greatest 
difficulty in composition. This remark appears to 
me, unworthy of so great a master. He was too 
well aware that there are in the art of writing, 





must seek the principle of ail propricties of style. 

Our languages are stil] extremely poor and im- 
perfect. There is an infinity of shades, seiiti- 
ments. and ideas which have ne signs: hence, we 
can never expreésall that we feei. On the other 
hand, all words are not expressed in a precise and 
abstract manner, a sinple and insulated idea, by a 
secret and rapid association which is formed in tix 
mind, awakens an additional suite of ideas, acces- 
sary to the principal idea ef which it is the sign. 
Thus, the words Horse and courser, dove and af etion. 
happiness and frlictty, may seem to express the 
same object or the same sentiment, but with shades 
of distinction that sensibly change the princip.! 
effect. 

It iswith turns, fizures, and the order of words, 
4s with words themselves, neither the one wor the 
other can do more than represent ideas and per- 
ceptions of the mind, and present them inupc- 
lectly. 

he different qualities of style, as clearness, 
clegance, energy, colour. movement &c. depend 
therefore essenually on tie nature and cioic. of 
ideas ; the order in which the mind disposes (hem; 
the connection in the sensibls objects whic! 1s con- 
ferred on ti.em by the imagination; the sentiments 
in fine with which they are associated by the ieait, 
and the movement with which they are impressed. 








walls of Versailles. 
There are nevertheless in this same chapter, 
some remarks of more profundity than at first 


The grand secrets of varying and contiasting 
the imayes. forms, and movements of speecn, sup- 
poses in the possessor a delicate and cultivated 
taste; the harmony, as well of words as of periods, 
depends upon the sensibility, more or less exercis- 








sight they may appear. The following is one of | 





secrets more important than ef discovering. those 


| formaulas which serve io counect ideas and unite 


the parts of a discourse. 

lt certainly was not for the sake of avoiding 
transiations, that La Briyere composed ‘is bock of 
fragments and detached thoushts. This plan was 
best adapted to his purpose; but be laid upon hime 
self in lis execution, 2 tusk fullof difficulties of 
another kind, but rot less arduous than that which 
he escaped. 

The rock on which works of this kind usually 
split. is monotouy. La Bruycre was strongly senei- 
ble of tnis danger. as may be seen in the efforts 
he has made to avoid it. Vortraitures, observations 
manners, and reneral maxtius, which follow each 
ether without connection. compose the matcrials of 
bisbook. ftis capable of ‘urnis::ibg ampic employ- 
ment to curiosiiy, to observe all the resources 
which he has found in jus mond, for varying te in 
Hnitude, in a cirele so confined, his turby coe 
lonrs, and tones. ‘bhisreseare) which isof a pature 
bighly interesting to every man of. t. te. would: ot 
perhaps be without uuliy to youn. p-ople who 
cultivate letiers. and who seek improvement in the 
vreatart of clogquence. 

It would be cifficult to define wit! pereision the 
peculiar characteristic of his mind; he seems to 
unite in-himself all species of genius. By turns, on 
the same subjects dignified and familiar, c:oquent 
and jocular, migenious and profound, severe and 
gay, and this in the tone, the speaker, and cyen 
the seatiment. 
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Nor let it be imagined that these various sensa- 
tions are to be atiributed altogether to an artless 
but high sensibiity, which, yieldiug to the imn- 
pression it receives from the objects that act upon 
it, is cnraged at vice, shocked at obscenity, or filed 
With enthusiasm for mabners and virtuee La 
Bruyeve every where expresses the sentiments ofa 
goodman; but heis neither an apostic, nor a 
misenthrope. 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


Our corresponden’ * particularly those, who are 
preparing any series of papers for publication ini 





the Port Folio ave earnestiy requested to forward 
their Manuscripts, as euriy as possivle in the month 
o: Januaiy, 1806. 

Many ingenious communications which we are 
daily receiviiig suall appear in due season. 

R. L. dourishes his sword with the acroitness of 
a Mariinet. 

I. W. is received and welcomed. 

Lopinus commatds our altenvion. 

The beautiful wanslation of Cum tu Lydia Te- 
Jephi, with its travestic, shall have a very conspict- 
ous plice in Our next volume, We are deilhted 
to recognize the style of an ardent friend and a 
colle;e companion. Whether he calls hhin:self a 
Puritan, or a Cavalier, whether he has the cour- 
ticr’s pride, or the und-head’s patriotism. he is 
apoc. anda man of genius, and as stica, clial- 
lenges our regard. 

We are in hourly expectation of hearing from 
The Biitish Anacreon. Would we could person 
ally solicit him with the inviiiton of the Sabine 
Bard: 





latus —% 


Depore sub lawra mea; nec \ 
Parce cadis tib! destinauis, 

Odlivioso levia Massico 

Ciboria exple: funde capacibus 

Urguenta de conchis, quis udo 

Deproperare apio coronas 

Curatve msrio? quen Venus arbitrum 

Dicet bibendi ? —— 
TO SUBSCRIBERS AND AGENTS. 

Our Patrons and Agents, wie without an excep- 
tion, have promoted the interests of this paper with 
the zeal, activity, and perseverance of friendship, at 
once ardent ana kind, are respectfully requested to 
accept the thanks of the Edioi, who wisies them 
ali the merriment of Christnuas, and all the felicity 
of che new year. He greets one asa helper, he sa- 
jutes another as a kinsman, a third as deany be- 
loved, and all as brethren, confederated to defend 
the common cause of just goverment and elegant 
literature. His feliow-iabourers ip the literary vine- 
yard wicther they come at the first or the eleventh 
hour, are, in particular, saitited with the kindest 
grecting. They are the salt of the carth, and they 
preserve in a state of soundness What is most valua- 
ble to America. In theaffectionate and picturesque 
words of Sacred Siampkcity, may they receive a 
south land aud springs of water, and ail the biess- 
inzs of the upper and the nether springs. 

*{Vithout active agents aad literary correspondents, 
The Port oii would jong since have been closed. 
W itis their fostering aid it will be repicte with pa- 

evs which “ with a pleasing sercery”’ may, perhaps. 
Mitizate something of tbe irksomedess of life, and 
fur a while detain “* cuildren from their play, and 
old mea from tae chimney corner” 


TO PRINTERS 
wHO EXCHANGE FOR THE PORT FOLIO. 
A very large Dumber of reimote printers have 
for a jong ume requesied am exchange wih 
. -yrt Pollo, after stipulating te pay the differ- 
denise Put ! 
price and ours. We have 


wy ( 
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THE PORT FOLIO. 


promptly complied with every wish, thus signified, 
though it is obvious if the terms of the latter were 
fully complied with, we should be losers by the tra- 
fic, becatise most of the village papers which we 
receive, are little more than transcripts from the 
city gazettes. “ladependently of this consideration, 
we vegrel thet we have reason to state, that with 
tue exception of two or three individuals, scarcely 
one of the abuve voluuteer promisers bas thought 
proper to keep his word. These gentlemen will 
tind it for their interest to comply, as soun as pos- 
sible with the sprit ot their slipuations. 
TO THE PUBLIC. 

Of every Fdvor it is expected that at the close 
ofa year and over the Finis of a volume he shouid 
pronounce a sort oi epilogue without any inquiry, 
on the partaf the bubhe, wheter for such a task 
be has the vivac.ty of Gariick, or the learning of 
JOUNSON. 

Ly one of the most frank of my predecessors, 
we are told with the wo.ted sprightiiness of GoLp- 
SMITH thal 

There is not, perhaps, a more dismal ficure in 
nature than a mun of real modesty whu assumes 
in air of impudence; who, wiic hits beart beats 
with anxiety, studies easc and cfects good lumour, 
all his power of pleasing is damped by solicitude 
and fiis cheerfuiness dashed with apprehension. 
fispressed with the terror of the tribunal beivre 
Wisich he is to appear, his natural humour turiis to 
pertiess, ald for real wit be is obliged to subsiituce 
vivacity. 

lor my own part, continues this gay auth r, as 
{ was neveraistinguis?.cd for address, and have olten 
eve bundered in making my best bow, I an at 
a luss waedier to be merry ov sad on this solemn 
occasion. Ut T snouid deciine ali merit it is too 
provaiie the reader may take me atimy word. Il 
on the other hand, [ sould describe my Magazine 
as an epiiome of all the good things that weve ever 
said or written this might disgust those, wacom | 
am most studious to allure. 

jut of the primace of affectation, or the vaunting 
of abraggart there is no need. When the Editor 
reflects upon tiie assistance he has received it would 
be unsrateful to complain ; and when he adverts to 
the imperfection of bis own exertions, it wouid be 
ridiculous to boust. The only apology which he 
can oficr for the infrequency and lamecuesss of his 
oWn essays is that the canker of care and * the 
languor of sickness too citen combine to retard the 


, operations of a mind striving to be excursive and 


tree. Conscious, however, of tie uulity a of Literary 
Journal, though timorousiy distrustiul of its suc- 
cess, he perseveres to tug at the oar of periodwai 
iabour. Perhaps Time will interpese his leiacnt 
or Chance his fostering aid, pernaps our light siiil, 
may catch the aura fofiudaris, tiie favouring gale. 
isut whetner the Editor be prosperous or not, stul, 
like the merchant adventurer in rlekACE, 


Mox refecit rates quassas, 
ludocilis pauperiem pati. 


and while preparing for his sixth voyage over the 
wide expanse oi.literature, may he have permission 
io repeat, 


Be this, at least, his praise, be this his pride, 

To terce applause no modern arts are try’d. 
Unmoved, though witlings sneer and rivals rail, 
Studious to please, yet not ashamed to fail, 

He seorns the meek address, the supplian: strain, 
With merit needless, and without it vain, 

In Nature, Meason, Truth he dares to trust ; 

Ye fops be silent and ye wits be just. 





* Alternately oppressed by anxiety or anguish, the 
Hditor cannot help quoting a passage, alas too descrip- 
tive, froin the Wisuoi of Sulomon, ** For the Ccrruptibie 
»ody presseth down the soul, and the earchly tabernacle 
weigheth down the moing, that musech wpou many 
chings.” 
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ISCELLANEOUS PARAGRAPHS, 


FOR THE PORT FOLIO, 


BEN JONSON AND THE FISH. 
BY G. Se CAREY 


It was in first King James’s days, 

For so the story-teller says, 

Ben Jonson, that dramatic wiht, 

Was dining witi a jovial Knight, 

Foud of a song, or classic wit, 

Ben toa peg, his fancy hit; 

For "tis not always that we see 

Rich men possess ability, 

They oft refer to poorer folk 

To lend their leaden brains a joke. 

Then straight retail ir through the town, 
And swear the wit was all their own. 
The board was spread with geedly fare, 
Rnough to make 2 peet siare; 

The bard frst made his choice of fish, 
The Knight scon helpec him to his wish; 
But scarce had Ben received his plate, 
Ere he hegan to scratch his pate, 

And, rising trom kis chair upright, 

He bit his lps, as ’rweie in spice, 

Anon, jus! lie a maddning cif, 

He'd mutter inward to himself; 

In converse close did next appear, 
Holding the baddcck to his ear, 

And in a parley seem’d to be 

About some hidden mystery, 

The Knight, on Ben, now fixed his eyes, 
And staring on him wich surprise, 

He ch ugh: him frantic grown, and wild, 
Ask’d if Old Harry had beguil'd 

Him ot his wits —Oh, no, sir'—no; 
‘Lhere is sir Knight, if vou weuld know, 
A secret "tween this fish ard me; 

**T as<ed him when he left the sea.’ 
Tue donor, loudly laughing, ery d, 
“Pray tell us what the fish reply ’d.” 

“ Three weeks, good sir, his answer goes, 
Nay only hvid it to your nose, 

Forl have not the smallest doubt 

But you will smeli the secret out.” 

The Knight adhered to his request, 

And found ee force of Fenson's jest. 


Dr. Jonnsow, in his immortal imitation of the 
Third Satire of Juvenal, has most justly. and ner- 
vously described the persecution of an archbishop, 
by the rebeis, aid iatatics, in the reign of an in- 


jured 


Stuait. 


Nor deem, when learning her last prize bestows, 


The gi 


See, when, the vulgur *scape, Gvspis d, or aw’d 


itLeuing enumence exempt trom woes; 


ReBeLLion’s vengeful talons seize on LAUR; 


From 


meaner minds, tho’ smailer fines, content, 


The plunder’d palace, or sequesier’d rent; 
Mark’d out by dui gerous purts, ue meets the shock, 
Aud fatal Learnivg brings him to the block : 


Aroun 


d his tomb let arr and Genius \ eep, 


But hear his death, ,¢ dluchheaus, tear and sleep. 


BY A SYLPH, 


Now the blue fly’s gone to bed, 
And the shriller cricket sings, 
Soft through dasied wilds we tread; 
Or on tall reeds wave our wings ; 
Hush! our Princess is at hand, 
In a mist a loft she files, 
Spriukling dew o'er sea and land, 
W hat time the paie star gins to rise; 
Behind her floa*ing charivt, soon, 
Along the winding shcres will creep 
The fair, aad siiver slipper’d morn 
And smile the rver boys asleep. 
In sedgy cradles calim they le 
Come take hands thew one and all 
And, to yon tinsling waterfall 
Sing lulla, lulla lullaby 

Lullaby. 
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